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Chapter One:

Climate Crisis

For decades, scientists have
warned that the burning of
fossil fuels like coal, oil,
and natural gas puts
more carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere.

our story opens during
a presentation at a
GreenFaith conference...
Like a heat-trapping blanket,
this warms the Earth.

Warmer temperatures mean more violent storms,
hurricanes, floods and landslides…

…Droughts, higher
temperatures, and wildfires

… and millions of people made hungry,
homeless, jobless, and impoverished.

Fossil fuel companies reap record
profits and ignore these consequences.

Fossil fuel companies are a lot like cigarette
companies. If they want to turn a profit, they
need us to do things researchers have shown
are bad for us.

Climate change is happening now

For years, they funded “climate change skeptics”
whose dishonest science said
fossil fuels weren’t to blame.

—from the desertification of Africa…

Mali/Ivory coast border, 2013

to storm damage and floods across the planet

Pakistan, 2012

…to the melting glaciers.
Antartica, 2014

But unlike tobacco
companies, no one
is holding fossil
fuel companies
accountable—yet.

There are a lot of hidden costs related to fossil fuels.
Burning fossil fuels creates
air pollution that sickens
tens of millions and kills
millions of people annually
– mostly poor people.
The fossil fuel
industry spends
$400,000 each day
just to lobby the
U.S. Congress.
The
industry
spends
more $1
billion
every day
looking
for new
sources
of fossil
fuels.

Who pays for
these hidden costs?
We all do,
through government subsidies
averaging $1.5 billion per day.

Scientists tell us we can only emit
500 more gigatons of greenhouse gas
emissions before we force the
temperature beyond the last safe
level for civilization and
nature. The industry has
over 3,000 gigatons in their
reserves. And you can bet
they plan to burn it all.

We’re not just bystanders—we’re owners of fossil fuel companies because of
the stocks we hold. And simply proposing shareholder resolutions to study the
effects of climate change is not enough. We need to:

Big storms like Superstorm Sandy and droughts are
part of what’s so scary about climate change.

…Which flooded
my community.

…Which burned down
houses in my town, and is
already causing famine
all over Africa.

But there’s more. When poor countries
and communities get hit by storms and
floods, it destroys their homes, roads,
power systems, and sewers. Disease
spreads. People lose everything.

Our faith communities and schools have
profited from oil and
gas investments for
years. We’ve tried
every possible way to
make these companies change –and it
hasn’t worked. It’s
no longer right for
us to profit from the
fossil fuel industry.
We need to divest now
– and reinvest in a
clean energy future.

We all need energy to live. But this
industry is a reckless force and a
massive danger. They just keep searching for more oil and gas. They spend
over $1 billion/day on this – seriously.
Imagine if they invested that in clean,
renewable energy.
But they don’t.

later, after the presentation...
Let’s sit here—I know
some of these people.

Everybody good
and outraged?

Seriously though, it
makes me a little sick.

Yeah, right
before lunch.

But it’s not just about
outrage- it’s about faith
– and our future.

In Judaism, we believe God gave humanity the earth to care for and protect—
not exploit and destroy. We have a
concept called Tikkun OlaM - that tells
us we need to help repair the world.

That’s why I’m here—
to do what I can to
repair the world.

right, we’re all here for a
higher purpose. We christians
believe that God calls us to
be stewards of creation.
And I’d bet god’s not too
impressed with our
performance
so far.

For Buddhists,
all beings are connected.
We believe in living simply,
nonviolently, in harmony
with other sentient beings.
And I’m a
Unitarian
Universalist...

We Catholics believe the same.
Our Catholic social teaching links protection of God’s
creation to protecting human
life, particularly those who
are most vulnerable.

Muslims believe that creation is a sign of Allah’s
oneness, power, and beauty.
We’re vicegerents—trustees
of Allah’s earth. One day
we will be judged for how
well we performed
our duties.

For Hindus, all living
beings carry the divine essence, or Brahman, within,
so they must be treated
with compassion and respect. I’m a vegetarian, like
more than 300 million of
my fellow Hindus in India.

According to
Lakota tradition, and
many other First Nations,
the Earth, the animals and
plants, the landscape and
even the weather are our
family, our elders. Mitakuye
oyasin: we are all related.

so I borrow from all of
your traditions!

Keep an eye
out for our
next issue:
Faith
in Action!

