Chapter Two:

Belief into Action

After lunch, conference participants choose
workshops based on their interests
Looks like we’re in here—
“Divestment in Higher
Education and Faith
Communities.”

I’m with GreenFaith and I’m working on our Divest
& Reinvest Now Campaign. For twenty-five years,
faith communities and many others have advocated
for climate change legislation.

But we’ve been blocked by the fossil
fuel industry and their political and
financial influence every time.

When an industry causes massive harm and stubbornly refuses to change - for decades
- faith communities consider
divestment and reinvestment.

Here’s how it works.

Divest and Reinvest
Universities and many religious organizations have
savings and investments called endowments that
help fund their operations through stock dividends,
rising stock prices, and interest from bonds.

When we invest
in fossil fuel
companies, we
have an interest in
seeing them make
as much money as
possible, so the
value of the stock
goes up.

When an
organization
owns stock, it
actually owns a
piece of the
company. It’s a
shareholder.

Religious groups know that money matters. We know that “where our
treasure is, our hearts will be.” All religions have beliefs that guide
their investing – what they will and won’t profit from.
Religious groups need to be true to their values.
Our investments must reflect our beliefs.

For decades, religious
organizations and universities have used divestment
to express the immorality
of Apartheid in South Africa, the weapons industry,
and tobacco. Some faith
groups have divested from
the for-profit prison industry, alcohol, gambling,
pornography and other
industries – because these
industries are counter
to our values.

When it comes to
climate change, faith
communities also need to
reinvest – by making their
facilities more energy
efficient and by finding ways
to support clean energy for
the poor. Over 5 million
people die each year from
dirty air – mostly due to
dirty energy. Faith
communities need to be
part of the solution.

For people of faith,
divestment is not new.
Does anyone know
of any historical
examples?

When I was young, I met Archbishop Desmond Tutu. He was a friend of my family,
and he spoke out for divestment against
apartheid in South Africa. He put his life
in danger to do the right thing.

In the mid-1980’s
South Africa’s Apartheid policies still segregated people by skin
color. Faith-based
investors helped bring
down the government
by calling for divestment from companies
doing business in
South Africa.

Several universities, pressured
by student activists, divested.

By 1988, 155 educational
institutions had fully or
partially divested.

The University
of California alone withdrew three billion dollars from companies doing
business in South Africa and reinvested elsewhere.

Facing growing international condemnation and financial
pressure, South Africa’s white leaders released Nelson
Mandela from prison and negotiated a peaceful transition of power to democratic rule.

Archbishop Tutu used to say that divestment
made a big difference in ending apartheid.

when mandela visited the U.S., he thanked
those who pushed for divestment.
WE SALUTE the state of
California for having such a
powerful, principled stand
on divestment.

That’s right. Money matters. When
people of faith organize around
divestment, it makes a difference.

How People of Faith Can Push for Divestment and Reinvestment

education

resolutions

public
action

you can hold an awareness
event at your congregation
or university

You can press your
congregation, denomination
or school to divest and
reinvest.

You can join with others to
express your concerns.

Later…

I’m going to start a group to
get my university to divest!
I’ve got some friends who
will be all over this.

And we have a Green Team at
my church. They don’t know
about divestment … yet.

Back home, Trey and Rachel begin their work on divestment and reinvestment using
the three action steps: education, resolutions, and public action…..
meanwhile... 60% of the students
signed our divestment petition – but
President Worthington has
refused to meet with us.

Trey, I reviewed the materials
you sent me, they’re very
persuasive and the sample
sermons are good. my
worry is what the Finance
Committee, or some of
our more conservative
members might think.

BIBLE
perhaps we can
appeal to their
sense of morality.
I know I’ve got to speak out on climate
change. All the photos of the floods and
storms in Latin America – I have nieces
and nephews there. I got ordained to
do God’s will.
I need to speak
up on this.

Well, we asked politely the first
time. How about we turn up
the volume?

That’s right! Next Saturday
we’ll have a discussion –
on her front porch.

I’m going to
take a stand
on this, Trey.

Great! I’ll work with
the Green Team to organize a strong turnout!

on Friday …

On Sunday…..

We will not move until
President Worthington meets
with the Interfaith Campus
Ministry about divestment.

Climate change is already causing
enormous human suffering. It is
destroying God’s good Earth. It is no
longer right for us to profit from this
industry. We must divest and reinvest
in a clean energy future – now!

I want a
pastor who
won’t rant and
rave about
politics.

We have to
do something.
But is this the
right action
to take?

later, the president
addresses the crowd

I want to clear up
this misunderstanding—of course
we can meet. But if we
divest, our returns will
drop, and there will be less
money for scholarships.

but fossil free
investments have
been shown to do
just as well as
investments that
include oil and gas!

Look at these
people. They
say they want
young people in
the church –
but they don’t
really care
about climate
change.

These big
industries don’t
listen to anyone
if it doesn’t
cost them somehow. I think we
should divest.

later, at the coffee hour...
Pastor, what about using our voice as
shareholders? If we divest, we can’t file any
shareholder resolutions, or negotiate with
the industry’s management.. We’ll make a
bigger impact by staying at the table.

If we’re not going to
divest and reinvest, what
does that say about our
faith? I’m not willing to
profit from this industry
anymore.

he’s right.
We’ve given
those companies more than
enough time to
change. It’s
time to divest.

They might come around if our
denomination votes to divest. Come
with me next month to Orlando, Trey.
A clergy group I belong to has
put up a divestment resolution
for our national convention.

Orlando, huh…
that’s a tough one.

After 25 years of
shareholder efforts,
nothing has changed.
The industry won’t
budge.

I like your idealism, but divestment
just won’t work.

A week later, Trey and Rev. Alvarez meet.
Trey, I know you were disappointed
that some people in our congregation still oppose divestment, but
we’re making progress. Many
people thanked me for the
sermon and told me we could
count on their support.

It
seemed
like an
even
split to
me.

So Pastor asked me to address
the delegates at our national
convention.
That’s great! We
met with the President.
Big desk; lots of distance.
Then, the trustees. Some of
them are business people who are
actually uncomfortable with all of
the extreme weather we’ve been having
—it’s not good for
business. I think they’ll
support divestment!

A month later, in Orlando.
Our Facebook page is getting
thousands of likes, but it hurts
us that the pension fund and
some shareholder advocates
have testified against the
resolution!

Later that
evening…

Just speak from
your heart. God
will be with you..

Our duty is to be faithful to
God. To protect life. To protect the poor who will be hurt
by climate change. To
care for creation.

Climate change threatens life. The industry has refused to change. I know
divestment and reinvestment seem
hard. But God calls us to be strong,
courageous for the right reasons.
Now is the time. Now is God’s time.

The next day…
Sounds like you wowed
‘em! Yes, our trustees are
voting on the divestment
proposal tomorrow too!
It’s gonna be close!
As chair of our denomination’s
Board of Elders, I announce that the Divest
and Reinvest resolution has passed! Within
three years, we will sell our fossil fuel stocks
and reinvest 10% of our holdings in companies
that create clean energy.

RACHEL:
How did your
denomination vote?
Huge piece of
Antarctic just
disintegrated – more
sea level rise :0 !!

No matter what
happens with this
campaign, we’re
going to have to kick
this up to a whole
new level.

The End? No – Just
the Beginning …

